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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not desaiptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. References JP 1 1 -248996 and JP 2001 -31 1 868 listed on the IDS received 1 0 
February 2004 were filed with English language abstracts. However, since the English 
language abstracts were listed as separate references on the IDS, only the English 
language abstracts will be considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Haga 
et al. (US 2001/0028498) in view of Steinberg et al. (US 5,862,217) in view of Terui et 
al. (US 5,710,813). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1 , Haga discloses a portable electronic device including a 
battery chamber for leading at least one battery (Figures 5 and 13; Paragraph 0056). 
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However, Haga does not disclose a switch to present a function, and operating member 
that is used to switch the switch wherein the operating member is located within the 
battery chamber and is concealed by the battery. 

Steinberg discloses a camera which includes an encryption system (i.e. a 
function) that encrypts images captured by the camera and allows the user to select 
whether to store the images in an encrypted or unencrypted form (c. 2, 1. 65 - c. 3, 1. 34). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include an encryption function as described by Steinberg in the . 
system of Haga to allow for the storage of encrypted or unencrypted images according 
to user preference. However, Haga in view of Steinberg does not disclose a switch an 
operating member as claimed. 

Terui discloses a portable electronic device with an encryption system which 
includes a switch and operating member located within a battery chamber and 
concealed by the battery when the battery is located in the battery chamber (Figure 6). 
Terui further discloses that placing an encryption selection switch at this position 
prevents the switch from being easily operated from the outside and increases 
confidentiality (c. 7, 1. 50 - c. 8, 1. 4). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place an encryption 
selection switch within the battery chamber of Haga to allow the use to select between 
an encryption mode and an non-encryption mode with increased confidentiality and 
without accidentally switching to an unwanted mode while operation the system, 
[claim 2] 
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Regarding claim 2, Haga in view of Steinberg in view of Terui discloses a device 
further comprising a video signal output processor (e.g. Haga, Figure 4) and a function 
which is a selection of a standard among a plurality of video signal transmission 
standards which are referred to by the video signal output processor (e.g. Steinberg; 
encrypted signal or unencrypted signal; c. 2, 1. 65 - c. 3, 1. 34). 
[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, Haga discloses a device which comprises binoculars 
provided with a digital camera (Figure 3). 
[claim 4] 

Regarding claim 4, Terui discloses a chamber separated from the battery 
chamber by a partition, wherein the partition is formed with an opening into which the 
operating member is fitted (Figure 6). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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